Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 STATE 173184 

44 

ORIGIN AF-06 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SP-02 L-03 CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-01 

PRS-01 USIA-06 SCS-03 SCA-01 DEAE-00 SNM-02 /033 R 

DRAFTED BY AF/W:JMSEGARS:LSR 
APPROVED BY AF/W - JAMES K. BISHOP 

034699 

R 231335Z JUL 75 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY MONROVIA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 173184 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SOCI, LI 

SUBJECT: EMERGENCY POWERS IN LIBERIA 

EMBASSY COMMENTS REQUESTED RE ACCURACY JULY 18 FBIS ITEM 
WHICH REPORTS THAT PRESIDENT TOLBERT INVOKED EMERGENCY 
POWERS, INCLUDING ARREST WITHOUT WARRANT, AS MEANS COMBAT- 
TING COUNTRY'S INCREASING CRIME RATE. SPECIFIC CRIMES MEN- 
TIONED WERE: INTRODUCTION INTO LIBERIA COUNTERFEIT US CUR- 
RENCY: TRAFFICING/USE NARCOTICS AND DANGEROUS DRUGS; BANK 
FRAUD ANDORGERY. ACCORDING TO ARTICLE, TWO SPECIAL COM- 
MISSIONS SET UP TO TRY ARRESTED OR ACCUSED PERSONS, AND 
COMMISSIONS' DECISIONS SUBJECT ONLY TO PRESIDENTS APPROVAL. 
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